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Dr. Roxanne Gay

Born: October 15, 1974 (age 45)
■ Gay began her undergraduate studies at Yale University but dropped out in her junior
year to pursue a relationship in Arizona.
■ She later completed her undergraduate degree at Vermont College of Norwich
University and also earned an MA with an emphasis in creative writing from
the University of Nebraska–Lincoln.
■ In 2010, Gay received a Ph.D. in Rhetoric and Technical Communication
from Michigan Technological University;]
– her dissertation is titled ”Subverting the Subject Position: Toward a New
Discourse About Students as Writers and Engineering Students as Technical
Comm
■ Gay worked at Eastern Illinois University until the end of the 2013–14 academic year,
and was an associate professor of creative writing in the MFA program at Purdue
University from August 2014 until 2018.
■ Gay announced her departure from Purdue in October, 2018, voicing concerns about
the fairness of her compensation and noting Purdue had failed to address the issue.
■ Gay serves as visiting professor at Yale University.

Bad Feminist (2014)
■ As I check your critical reading, discuss:

– The scope of ideas Gay
presents
– Hooks she use
– Borrowed texts
– Diction and style
– The use of taboo language
and/or topics
– Any quotes that resonated
with you

Today’s Texts for Discussion:
■ Introduction to Bad Feminist by Roxanne
Gay
■ STEM and Gender Equity: First Female Space Walk that
almost happened in March but didn't because of the
clothes
■ NY Times: The top jobs where women are outnumbered
by men named John
■ “Many American Men Have a Skewed View of
Gender Inequality, TIME Poll Finds”
■ Any personal experiences you feel comfortable
sharing

Today’s Essential Questions
Language Questions

Culture Questions

■ How could each text be read and
interpreted differently by different
readers?

■ To what extent does this
text assert that there
equality between genders?
– How does this text
show that equality
varies between
cultures?
– How should cultures
measure equality?
■ What context should
inform each text for our
current culture?
■ What can improve?

■ How and why does each text represent
social group(s) in a particular way?
■ Which social groups are marginalized,
excluded or silenced within each text?

■ When do the authors engage with
taboo language or ideas? To what end?
■ How has each text borrowed from
other texts, and with what effects?

Exit Task: Grab a notecard
Complete each sentence with insightful brevity:
1. Adichie says “we should all be feminists”
because…
2. Gay says “feminism can be pluralistic”
because…
3. You say … (your takeaway from this week’s
discussion)

